
Next-gen wireless 
alarms enhance 
warehouse security 
and protect the 
global supply chain 



Smart IoT 
alarms give the 
warehouse and 
distribution 
industry a 
powerful new 
security tool

Next-gen wireless alarms are a cost-
effective alternative to traditional 
security measures 

Globalization and the push for greater efficiency is increasing 

security risks along the supply chain, and clients are taking 

notice. According to a report issued by risk management 

firm Deloitte, seventy-one percent of executives surveyed 

said that supply chain risk is an increasingly important 

factor in their strategic decision making. In other words, if 

a warehouse can’t secure the goods it has been entrusted 

with, global brands at the end of the supply chain may simply 

look elsewhere to meet their storage and distribution needs. 

Protecting warehouses from theft and vandalism is more 

important now than ever before. Even still, most facilities 

have serious holes in their security that are not adequately 

met with traditional protection measures like CCTV cameras 

and security guards. Increasingly, warehouse and distribution 

professionals are turning to the next generation of wireless 

alarms to shore up these holes. Powered by Sigfox’s global 

IoT network, next-gen wireless alarms protect warehouses 

and distribution centers around the world and increase 

security along the global supply chain.

Any warehouse manager knows that threats to a facility’s 

security do not end when the doors and gates lock for the 

night. But when it comes to protecting a large building from 

after-hours break-ins, traditional security measures often 

don’t go far enough. 

Consider a 37,000 square-meter distribution center that 

houses small electronics. As with most facilities of its size, 

the building probably has a comprehensive CCTV system 

in place. But this may not be enough. Small electronics are 

a prime target for thieves, so an after-hours theft at the 

facility is a real possibility.  A CCTV system does not provide 

real-time alerts, so there is a good chance that any late-night 

theft on the premises won’t be discovered until the following 

morning. By that time, the stolen items will be long gone. 

The manager of this distribution center knows that any theft 

of goods can delay the supply chain and significantly damage 

the facility’s reputation. Looking for a better way to secure 

the premises, he may consider hiring an after-hours security 

guard to monitor cameras and patrol the area. 
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But employing after-hours security has its drawbacks. To 

begin with, a security guard can’t be everywhere at once, 

especially in a large facility. Persistent thieves have been 

known to case warehouses for weeks until they learn a 

guard’s routine. This is to say nothing of the fact that many 

warehouse security breaches come from within, making 

it difficult to trust a single security guard left alone on the 

premises at night.   

Security guards are also a costly option. Depending on the 

location of a facility, employing a guard for an eight-hour 

shift, seven days a week, costs upwards of 30,000 USD per 

year. This is a hefty price to pay for a security measure that is 

not completely reliable. 

Having decided against a security guard, the distribution 

center manager might decide to price traditional alarms 

systems. But installing a traditional alarm at a large facility 

can cost several thousand dollars, not including monthly 

maintenance charges. 

Tamper-proof devices No complicated 
configuration required

Cost-effective  
and scalable 

Works in unpowered  
areas

Instead of these costly traditional options, the manager 

might consider installing a series of next-generation wireless 

alarms at key access points. With a range of 10-15 meters 

and a 140-degree coverage angle, these devices detect 

noise, movement and light, much like traditional security 

systems. But unlike traditional systems, next-gen wireless 

alarms don’t require sizeable installation costs. Each device 

can be rented for about 15 USD per month and requires no 

long-term contracts or installation fees, making it a cost-

effective alternative to traditional security measures. 

For the first time, advances in wireless 
security protect vulnerable warehouse 
perimeters
Of course, warehouse security extends far beyond the 

boundaries of the building itself, and outdoor areas should 

not be overlooked. Dumpsters and HVAC systems give 

drivers, employees and other daytime thieves an out-of-the-

way place to stash stolen goods until they can return at night 

to remove the items from the premises. Loading docks are a 

prime target for squatters looking to spend the night, which 

presents a safety risk for employees as they return to work 

in the early morning hours. 

Even fenced warehouse yards are not immune. Thieves have 

been known to steal forklifts from fully fenced yards, using 

the stolen forklifts themselves to raise the fence and drive 

out. 



Traditional security alarms may keep thieves from breaching 

the interior of a building, but they do little to protect 

vulnerable exterior spaces. Next-generation wireless alarms, 

on the other hand, are powered by a new technology that 

makes it possible to secure outdoor locations. 

Instead of relying on WiFi, next-gen alarms connect to 

Sigfox’s unique network dedicated to the Internet of Things 

(IoT). This secure, global network was built specifically for 

alarms and other smart applications.  Devices that connect 

to the Sigfox network consume very little energy, so 

they require no electricity and run instead on low-power 

batteries that last for twelve months. Finally, the warehouse 

and distribution industry has a reliable, low-cost option for 

protecting vulnerable outdoor spaces.  

New IoT technology complements 
existing warehouse security systems

As thieves grow increasingly more sophisticated, 

warehouse security must adapt. A warehouse in a large 

industrial district may find that thieves in the area have 

gotten smart, using GSM blockers, deftly tampering with 

devices and even cutting power to buildings in order to 

circumvent security alarms. But this warehouse can now 

take advantage of next-generation wireless alarms to help 

ward off sophisticated criminals. 

With anti-jamming technology, next-gen alarms are not 

susceptible to GSM blockers. They also come with a built-

in tamper switch, which automatically triggers a secondary 

alarm if the rear cover of the device is removed. And of 

course, because they run on battery power, these devices 

provide protection even if thieves cut a building’s power 

supply. 

Because of these advanced capabilities, many warehouse 

industry professionals use next-gen wireless alarms as 

backup security devices. They are complementary with 

CCTV systems and traditional wireless alarms, so they can 

be used in tandem without interference. 

Anti-jamming 
Thieves can’t outsmart an alarm  

by using GSM jammers

Complementary
Complements  

existing platforms

Flexible
Protects exterior  

and interior spaces



Warehouse managers who use next-gen alarms as a backup 

need not worry about juggling two separate security 

services. Next-gen alarms are cloud-based, so no security 

service is required. A manager simply receives security 

alerts via a smartphone app, and multiple users can be set 

up on the same account. 

As a bonus, each next-generation alarm takes less than five 

minutes to set up and doesn’t require complex configuration. 

This level of flexibility lets warehouse managers try out 

various locations and move devices around a facility in order 

to adapt to changing security needs. 

Warehouses and distribution centers are on the front lines 

of the global supply chain. Clients entrust these facilities 

with their most important merchandise. Any breach to 

warehouse security causes costly delays and threatens 

client relationships. In their quest to provide secure, reliable 

service, warehouses and distribution centers must remain 

vigilant. Next-generation wireless alarms have finally given 

these important hubs of commerce the tools they need solve 

some of the industry’s most persistent security concerns. 

Discover Sigfox Ready 
devices and IoT end-to-end 
solutions enabled by Sigfox: 
partners.sigfox.com
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https://partners.sigfox.com/products/secure-track-sense

